
Normanby Primary Head of School’s Newsletter, October 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
It’s been a different start to the school year and I would firstly like to say thank you for your support in the many 
different adaptations we have had to make this term to keep everyone as safe as possible in response to COVID19 
restrictions that we are all living with. The children and staff have dealt with these changes really well and we have 
managed to make maximum use of our return to full school this term. It has been lovely to see everyone enjoying 
being back with their friends and teachers in school.  
I would like to thank those parents and carers who have experienced their children being isolated at home for 
keeping us informed and communicating with us so that home learning can continue in these periods when children 
cannot attend school due to COVID restrictions and guidelines. 
Staff have continued to work on planning a curriculum that can be shared with parents and carers as soon as work 
is needed and a combination of SeeSaw for setting and receiving work plus Teams meetings allow us to keep 
learning in this period of time. It is therefore, really important that you have all the logins you need should this 
occur. Many children are already communicating with their teacher through the Seesaw app by submitting 
homework they have been set. Spelling shed and Times Table Rockstars are hugely popular with the children and 
are a great way to keep practising their spellings and times Table skills. Mrs Brallisford has been presenting 
trophies in Year 4 for some spectacular number skills!  
 
Despite the restrictions from the DFE, we have still managed to enjoy many parts of our exciting Normanby 
curriculum as normal. We’ve shared many of our moments with you on Facebook and Twitter and you can find out 
more about your child’s curriculum through our website.  
Nursey have been busy settling in listening to stories, playing outside and learning the new routines.FS2 have had 
a fantastic time exploring their senses this half term. They have been on an autumn listening walk, tasted and smelt 
delicious porridge and learned lots new phonic sounds. Year 1 have been learning about Owls and completing 
some wonderful writing. Year 2 have had a fire engine visit school as part of their ‘Fire of London’ work and Year 3 
have had a virtual school trip to the Captain Cook Museum and held interactive video question and answers 
session with the staff at the museum. Year 4 have been learning all about Ancient Egypt. Year 5 have been 
working extremely hard both at school and during our bubble closure, producing some amazing work on 
Seesaw.They have been focusing on Ancient Greece and the children have produced some excellent artwork of 
the Greek Gods and some excellent writing on Medusa and the Trojan horse. Year 6 have been immersed in 
learning about World War II. They have produced fantastic biographical writing all about a World War II Spitfire 
pilot, who even came in to visit them! 

The children have continued to enjoy their regular PE sessions – without the need for getting changed! Thank you 
for your support in appropriate clothing the children’s allocated PE day. Mellors, our catering service have worked 
very hard to ensure the children have a range of hot meals available to all the children over a rota. This has proved 
a difficult area to solve with current restrictions in place where Children in Year groups cannot all visit the hall 
together. I am thankful for their work and the staff who are working the best way they can in these circumstances. 
The Year 6 children definitely enjoyed their Pizza take away day delivery from the kitchen! 
Unfortunately, we have been unable to restart our popular sports activities during the first half term. However, we 
are able to provide a variety of activities in the East Hall from the PE staff, when children attend the Sunshine club. 
There will be further details of what activities are available to the children using Sunshine club on each night.  
 
Welcome meetings 
Responding to Government guidelines, this year we have communicated our Year group welcome meetings with you 
online. We hope you found the information useful and any questions you may have had have been answered when 
you have been in contact with your child’s teacher via the office email or by phone. We hope to share our plan of 
Normanby’s Christmas events with you as soon as we have confirmed how this special time of the year can be 
shared with you. 
Staff have been really impressed with the children’s settled return and how well they have all made a great start to 
their new year of learning. I have been especially impressed with our new nursery starters and new Foundation Stage 
children, who have settled really well into full time school and enjoying their school lunch together with the Foundation 
Stage staff, even though a little differently this year! I hope you received your ‘new look’ Autumn termly newsletter 
which was sent online; there you will find information about your child’s curriculum, events and important information 
regarding help you can give to support your child’s learning. All meeting presentations can be found on seesaw and 
newsletters and more information can be found on our school website. http://normanby.ironstoneacademy.org.uk/ 
  
Attendance 
As previously communicated with parents and carers, should you feel your child is unwell they shouldn’t come to 
school. Please let school know when your child will be absent for any reason, by contacting the school office by 
phone. Obviously, there are current government guidelines about COVID absence and testing. 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ Please ask staff if you are unsure of how to proceed in these 
circumstances.   
 
Communication with school 

http://normanby.ironstoneacademy.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Any communication from school will be via ParentPay as in previous years. ParentPay will also be used for gaining 
consent for ALL visits, whether there is a cost involved or not.  If you require any assistance with ParentPay, please 
do not hesitate to speak to a member of the Administration Team. Please ensure that you update your contact 
information and change of details at your earliest convenience.  A member of the Administration Team will be happy 
to help.  
The school now uses the Parentlite App, which enables you to update any personal information regarding your child. 
If you have any difficulty accessing this App, please contact Miss Coles.  The school will continue to use Marvellous 
Me to share images and positive messages from your child’s teacher. Twitter and facebook will be used to share 
notices and events in school. However, we do not encourage these forms of communication for direct contact with 
school. Current restrictions mean we are only allowing one person in the reception waiting area at a time and a mask 
should be worn.  
 
Parking reminders 
To continue to keep our school site safe, please be aware that cars are not to be brought on to the school site unless 
you are accessing our Sunshine club provision and parents and carers should take care when parking around the 
school site. Please do not park in the entrance road to the school. It is important that the road is always clear, should 
we need access for emergency services. The barrier will continue to be in operation from and will protect the road 
entrance to school as further safeguarding measures to ensure the safety of children, parents and carers on our 
school site. Please see the office if you require use of the disabled parking bays, which prioritise children attending 
our school with disabilities.  
  
As you are already aware, Mr Faulkner is the Executive Head Teacher of Normanby Primary School and the Chief 
Executive officer of the Ironstone Academy Trust. My role this year, continues to be to support Mr Faulkner in leading 
Normanby Primary to deliver a rich curriculum designed for our children on a daily basis. If you have any questions, 
regarding Teaching and Learning at Normanby, please don’t hesitate to speak to me directly, make an appointment 
through the office, or contact me by email kpentney@normanby.org.uk   
 
 
We are ending the term by celebrating some of the ‘Class stars’ our children have achieved over this first term. I 
hope you enjoy sharing these with us when you view our Class stars newsletter and have an enjoyable Half term 
week. 
 
Kathryn Pentney, Head of School, September 2020 
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