
History of the 
Seaside 

What were seaside 
holidays like in the past?



Have you ever been on a seaside holiday in Britain?
Today it is popular that people in Britain go to other 
countries for their summer holiday. Some people go 
to places in the Mediterranean such as Spain, 

What can you see in these pictures?

Greece

Cyprus



The Beach

A view of the beach 100 
years ago.

Views of the beach today.



food

clothes

entertainment

activities

transport

What were 
seaside holidays 
like in the past?

accommodation

photography



Transport
The journey to the seaside was 
possible because of the invention of 
the steam train. More than a hundred 
years ago visiting the seaside was 
very popular.

Today the journey to the seaside is 
often by car, electric train or 
sometimes airplane.



Swimming or bathing clothes at the seaside.
It was the fashion to keep covered up. It 
must have been hard to swim with all that 
material. Today the swimming costumes make 

swimming easier. 
Then 

Now 



People used to get dressed for the 
beach inside a bathing machine.  These 
would make sure that people could not 
see you undressing.



Getting changed at the Seaside.

Ladies were not allowed to be seen 
in their swimming costumes. If they 
wanted a swim they had to go into 
special bathing huts which could be 
pulled into the water.

Today people change under their 
towels.



This photograph 
was taken in
1912. These ladies 
have got 
changed into their 
swimming costumes
in the bathing 
tents.
Now they're ready 
for a swim.



Not getting sun burnt at the seaside.
Parasols and the clothes prevented 
tanning and sun burn.

Today people apply suntan lotion
Then Now



Playing at the seaside.

Children built sand castles at the 
seaside 100 years ago. Their buckets 
and spades were made of metal and 
wood.

Children still build sand castles at the 
seaside today. Their buckets may now 
be made of plastic.



Food at the seaside.

Today people still eat ice cream 
at the seaside but it is sold in 
cones, which is more hygienic. 
Sometimes an ice cream van 
brings the ice cream to the 
beach and keeps it cold.

People in the past used to like eating ice cream 
at the seaside too but usually it was sold in 
penny licks. A horse would also pull the ice 
cream cart to the beach front.



Photography at the seaside.

In the past the rich people would pay 
a photographer to take a picture of 
them at the seaside. Today  people get images and videos 

on their iPhones.



This photograph was taken in 1908.
•Can you see any litter on the beach? (no – there were no packaged sweets, 
ice-cream or crisps, and children had very little money to buy things with)



This photograph was taken in 
1907 and shows live 
entertainment on the 
seaside. 

There were lots of 
exciting things to do on 
the Pier. There were 
amusements, theatres, 
roundabouts and 
fairground rides.



People used to pay to have a donkey 
ride along the beach.  They could 
watch a music show or ‘Punch and 
Judy’ on the beach.

Entertainment now and then at the seaside

Today people still like to 
have a donkey ride along 
the beach.  People like to 
go on fairground rides 
instead of watching shows.

Then
Now



Today people still walk along 
the promenade.  You can 
sometimes still hear a band at 
the bandstand, but most 
people usually want to play 
arcade games.

People used to walk along the 
promenade at the seaside.  They 
could also watch a show, hear a band 
or sit and rest at the bandstand.


