
We’ve already done a character description at school and some of them were 
absolutely fantastic. We’re going to do another one. Before we do, we are going to 

do this activity which will help you discover and generate some impressive and 
exciting vocabulary to use in your writing.   

 

Task: 
 

We are going to use the image of ‘Nemesis’ from the link below. Create a mind map 
of different words that you can use to describe this character.  

 

Useful links: 
 

https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/portfolio_page/nemesis/ 
 

 

What your mind map should include: 
 

Adjectives to describe what the creature looks like. 
Exciting verbs and adverbs to say what kind of movements or sounds the creature 

would make. 
 

Don’t forget: 
 

Don’t use boring, everyday vocabulary. Try and use interesting and exciting words 
which could really help the reader picture this creature. Use a thesaurus (physical or 

online) to help you. 

 

Now it’s time to write our description of Nemesis. This will be a fantastic activity to 
let your imagination run wild, and to use all of your exciting vocabulary from the 

previous task, so be as creative as you  can 
 

Task: 
 

Pretend that you were walking through the woods one day and, out of nowhere , 
you bumped into this magnificent creature. Your task is to write a detailed 

description of Nemesis as you see it for the first time.  
 

What your writing should include: 
 

Interesting adjectives 
Exciting verbs and adverbs 

Some of our conjunctions (if, since, after, when, as, while, although, before, until, 
because) 

 

Don’t forget: 
 

This is not a story. The main aim of this writing is to describe the character.  Think 
about to trying to describe this character to a reader that doesn't have the picture. 

Use your vocabulary from your mind map that you have created.  

We’ve now going to write a setting description. Before we do, we are going to do 
this activity which will help you discover and generate some impressive and 

exciting vocabulary to use in your writing. 
 

Task: 
 

We are going to use the image of the setting from the link below. Create a mind 
map of different words that you can use to describe this character.  

 

Useful links: 
 

https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/portfolio_page/boats-2/ 
 

 

What your mind map should include: 
 

Adjectives, exciting verbs and adverbs  
Word to describe what you can see, hear, smell and feel  

 

Don’t forget: 
 

Don’t use boring, everyday vocabulary. Try and use interesting and exciting words 
which could really help the reader picture this setting. Use a thesaurus (physical or 

online) to help you. Most importantly, use your imagination. 

 

Now it’s time to write our setting description. This will be another great activity to let your imagination run wild, and to use all of 
your exciting vocabulary from the previous task, so be as creative as you  can. 

 

Task: 
 

Pretend that you fell asleep in your bed on a Sunday night. When you woke, you were lying in one of these boats in this setting. 
Your task is to write a detailed description of your surroundings as you see and experience them for the first time.  

 
Use this opener to start your description: 

 
I lay still with my eyes closed. I was anxious to open them. I knew that I had fallen asleep in my bed but something felt different. I 

could hear… 
 

What your writing should include: 
 

Interesting adjectives 
Exciting verbs and adverbs 

Describe in detail what could can see, hear, smell and feel  
Some of our conjunctions (if, since, after, when, as, while, although, before, until, because) 

 

Don’t forget: 
 

This is not a story. The main aim of this writing is to describe the setting.  Think about to trying to describe this setting to a reader 
that doesn't have the picture. Use your vocabulary from your mind map that you have created.  

 

 

We’ve practiced writing a character description and a setting description. We are now going to write a story. Writing a story 
is one of the most creative things you can do. I’m so excited to see the stories that you all write.  Give it your best shot.  

 

Task: 
 

You are going to write a story. Your story must start with this line: 
 

"Help me!" Help me!" I heard the call come from behind the steel door.  
 

After this sentence, it’s up to you where this story goes. Use your imagination. It could end up being about anything.  

What makes a good story? 
 

First person 
Past tense 

Setting description  
Character desciption 

Interesting adjectives, verbs and adverbs 
Some of our conjunctions (if, since, after, when, as, while, although, before, until, because) 

 

Don’t forget: 
 

Good stories need planning. Take some time and think about where your story is going to go. Think about where it’s going to 
be set, who your characters are going to be and what will happen to make it interesting to read. 

You could use the story mountain that we used in class to structure your story. 
 

Don’t forget to take pictures of your work 
and send them to the Year 3 teachers at: 
rnpyear3@normanby.org.uk 
 

We can’t wait to see what you’ve been 
doing. 
 

Make sure to keep copies of your work at 
home too. 
 

https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/portfolio_page/nemesis/
https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/portfolio_page/boats-2/

