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Progression We are learning to: 

 
Use my voice to speak, 
sing and chant. 
Read a selection of 
stories which include a 
repetitive rhyme or 
chant.  
Sing nursey rhymes 
from memory. 
Take part in following a 
melody and sing in 
weekly assemblies. 

We are learning to: 
 
Sing and follow a 
melody. 
Begin singing songs in 
verse/chorus - 
weekly singing 
assemblies. 
 
Play simple rhythmic 
patterns on an 
instrument.  

We are learning to: 
 
Sing a tune with 
expression. 
Sing songs confidently 
in verse/chorus 
structure and that use 
on beat non- 
syncopated rhythms in 
weekly singing 
assemblies.  
 

We are learning to: 
 
Sing songs from 
memory with 
accurate pitch. 
Sing songs that use 
syncopated and non-
syncopated rhythms in 
structure in weekly 
singing assemblies. 
 
Perform a simple part 
rhythmically. 

We are learning to: 
 
Breathe in the correct 
place when singing. 
Sing as uniform as 
possible with others in 
weekly assemblies.  
 
Maintain my part 
whilst others are 
performing their part. 
Develop the ability to 
sing complex rhythmic 

We are learning to: 
 
Sing in harmony 
confidently and 
accurately. 
Sing solos or part of an 
ensemble with 
attention to detail and 
recall sounds with 
increasing aural 
memory in weekly 
singing assemblies. 
  

Music 
The aim of music at Normanby Primary School is for children to gain a firm understanding of what music is through singing, listening, playing, and 
appraising music. This is embedded in classroom activities as well as weekly singing assemblies, performances, the learning of instruments and the joining 
of our extra-curricular musical activities. The elements of music are taught so that children can use musical language to dissect and appreciate music across 
a wide variety of historical periods. Students are given opportunities to learn how to play an instrument, from all four main instrument groups of wind, 
strings, percussion and keyboards. These are offered by additional specialist services such as Music works and Tees Valley Music.  

Enjoy          Believe          Achieve 
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Use instruments to 
perform. 
Play un-tuned 
percussion 
instruments in a group. 
 
Clap short rhythmic 
patterns. 
Echo simple rhythms 
using body percussion 
by clapping, stomping, 
clicking and tapping. 
 
Repeat short melodic 
patterns.  
Echo notes, chants and 
nursery rhymes. 
 
Respond to different 
moods in music. 
Explore music to show 
whether it makes you 
feel happy or sad. 
Be introduced to 
Orchestral music by 
Tchaikovsky (BBC 10 
pieces). 
 
Choose sounds to 
represent different 
things. 

Gain co-ordination to 
perform using basic 
percussion 
instruments. 
Keep a steady pulse 
with the class 
through changing 
rhythms.  
 
Sing or clap 
increasing and 
decreasing tempo. 
Imitate changes and 
actively listen so that 
they can come in as 
the rhythm/beat 
requires. 
 
Order sounds to 
create a beginning, 
middles and an end. 
Follow a simple 
samba structure: 
intro, main groove, 
break, intro, main 
groove. 
 
Choose sounds 
which create an 
effect. 
Create different 
moods using vocal 

Play clear notes on 
instruments. 
Play notes G, A, B, C, E 
on recorder. 
Recognise the notes 
G, A, B, C, E on the 
stave. 
 
Compose melodies 
and songs. 
Play songs and 
melodies on recorder 
using Sarah Watts -Red 
Hot Recorder. 
 
Combine different 
sounds to create a 
specific mood or 
feeling. 
Create different 
effects and moods 
using varied vocal 
techniques and 
dynamics. 
 
Improve my work and 
explain how it has 
been improved.  
Be able to describe 
what I like and don’t 
like about a piece of 
music. 

Co-ordinate using 
movement, voice and 
body percussion. 
 
Improvise using 
repeated patterns. 
Use quavers, crotchets 
minims and crotchet 
rests on percussion 
instruments. 
 
Use notation to 
record compositions. 
Read from and learn 
about pitch and 
melody using 
notation. 
Play a short 
composition on 
Glockenspiel. 
 
Identify changes in 
styles of music. 
Gain knowledge of 
instruments used in 
the Roman times. 
Listen to live and or 
recordings of music 
from the Roman 
times. 
 

patterns and hold a 
part in a round.  
 
Improvise within a 
group using melodic 
and rhythmic phrases. 
Use Boomwhakers in 
an ensemble.  
 
Change sounds or 
organise them 
differently to change 
the effect. 
Be able to enter, play 
and stop when 
conducted to do so, 
which will change 
slightly each time.  
 
Use notation to record 
groups of pitches 
(chords). 
To use Garage Band to 
record a short chord 
progression. 
 
Describe, compare 
and evaluate music 
using musical 
vocabulary. 
Use the terms: 
duration, timbre, 

Perform parts from 
memory. 
Sing using varied musical 
forms such as: in parts, 
in rounds or in canon. 
 
Take the lead in a 
performance. 
Take their spotlight in a 
performance. 
 
Use a variety of 
different musical 
devices in my 
composition (including 
melody, rhythms and 
chords) 
Use digital technologies 
to compose, edit and 
refine pieces of 
music on Garage Band.  
 
Evaluate how the 
venue, occasion and 
purpose affects the way 
a piece of music is 
created. 
Experience and gain 
knowledge of 
composers, musicians, 
and the role of music 
during World War II. 
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Choose instruments 
and sounds 
appropriately that are 
best associated with 
different toys.  
 
Follow instructions 
about when to play 
and sing.  
Follow an adult’s lead -  
when to stop and start. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

techniques at varying 
dynamic levels. 
 
Respond to different 
styles of music. 
Listen to traditional 
music from around 
the world including 
popular styles among 
the Caribbean Islands 
(Reggae-Bob Marley) 
 
Make connections 
between notations 
and musical sounds. 
Generate simple 
rhythms using words 
of varying lengths. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Use musical words to 
describe a piece of 
music. 
Begin to learn how to 
identify textural layers 
within a song. 
 
Identify and respond 
to styles of music. 
Gain knowledge of 
woodwind 
instruments. 
Listen to live and or 
recordings of different 
woodwind 
instruments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music assessment: 
Bronze 
 
 
 
 

Explain why silence is 
often needed in music 
and explain what 
effect it has. 
Listen to a range of 
recordings and or live 
performances to 
explore how music 
conveys effect. 
 
Identify the character 
in a piece of music. 
Be introduced to 
Edvard Grieg - In the 
Hall of the Mountain 
King from ‘Peer Gynt’ 
(BBC 10 pieces) 

Identify and describe 
the different purpose 
of music. 
Explore how music can 
influence, express and 
modulate emotions. 
 
Music assessment: 
Silver 

 

pitch, beat, tempo, 
texture and use of 
silence to describe 
music. 
 
Explain why I think 
music is successful or 
unsuccessful. 
Appreciate and 
appraise a wide range 
of live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions, 
composers, and 
musicians.   
 
Contrast the work of a 
famous composer and 
explain my 
preferences. 
Be introduced to music 
by Gustav Holst and 
Hans Zimmer (BBC 10 
pieces). 
 
 
Music assessment: 
Gold 

 

Use and understand 
staff and other musical 
notations 
Use and understand 
simple time signatures.  
Understand the purpose 
of the treble and bass 
clefs. 
Recognise and perform 
using the symbols for a 
minim, crotchet, 
semiquaver, quaver, 
and semibreve and say 
how many beats they 
represent. 
 
Analyse features 
(elements) within 
different pieces of 
music. 
Accurately describe and 
appraise music 
including: pitch, dynami
cs, tempo, timbre, 
texture, lyrics  
and melody, sense of 
occasion and expressive 
effect. 
 
Compare and contrast 
the impact that 
different composers 
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 from different times 
have had on people of 
that time. 
To appreciate and 
understand songs, 
composers, and 
musicians from World 
War II. 
 
Compose music for a 
range of purposes using 
the inter-related 
dimensions of music. 
To use drones and 
melodic ostinato on 
Glockenspiel. 
Combine a variety of 
musical devices, 
including melody, 
rhythm, and chords. 
Consider and explore 
the impact changes of 
musical elements make. 
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National  
Curriculum 

 
 

 
Key stage 1  
Pupils should be taught to:  
 

• use their voices expressively and 
creatively by singing songs and 
speaking chants and rhymes  

• play tuned and untuned instruments 
musically  

•  listen with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high-
quality live and recorded music  

• experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of music.  

 
 

 
Key stage 2  
Pupils should be taught to:  
  

• play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing 
musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

•  improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related 
dimensions of music  

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

•  use and understand staff and other musical notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music 
drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians  

• develop an understanding of the history of music.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


