
14 07 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We would like to thank all our parents and carers, and their children for your support and 
hard work since our school was instructed to close in March 2020. The pandemic has been an 
emotional and logistical challenge for all our community. Whilst we were told we could open 
for some pupils we were unable to widen this offer to all; this has, we know, created unique 
challenges for families. We would like to thank everyone for maintaining their home learning 
in whichever way has worked best for you and your family. 
 
The number of children attending Normanby has grown significantly; we could not have met 
their needs, and continued to provide home learning, without the hard work of staff. We 
would therefore like to say thank you to all the staff at Normanby Primary, who have worked 
so flexibly to keep this provision a priority so parents could complete their key worker roles. 
Our cleaners and caretakers have enhanced their normal duties, our Office Team have 
supported numerous families, whilst our teachers and teaching assistants have quickly 
developed new ways of working with diverse groups of pupils.  
 
For parents of children in Key Worker provision, and parents of Reception, Year 1, Year 5 and 
Year 6, who sent their children back to School in June, thank you for following all the extra 
rules we had to put in place, and placing your trust in us to look after your children over this 
challenging time.  
 
These changes were met with the support of our Local Governing Body and Trustees from 
Ironstone Academy Trust; they have met regularly to review and challenge our decision 
making. Their support throughout has been vital.  
 
Following the government guidance published last week, we have made plans ready for the 
full reopening of our School in September 2020. We have outlined below some of the key 
arrangements that will be in place. Full details will, as always, be available on our website. We 
hope that this information will be a reassurance to you; you should discuss them with your 
child, so that you and your child can both feel that you are prepared for September.  
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
K Pentney, Head of School 
C Faulkner, Executive Head teacher 
 

 
  



When will my child go back to school? 
 
Tuesday 1st September is a Professional Development Day for staff. They will receive updated 
training on PPE and the policies that need to be in place for the new year; these will be 
amended in respect of the Governments developing guidance.  
All children will start back on Wednesday 2nd September. 
 

How will you maintain ‘social distancing’ in September? 
 
Only one adult per family allowed on site. 
Visitors into the school building by appointment only. 
Guidance states that children in primary schools do not need to social distance, but adults do. 
Children will be taught in class groups within a year group. This means that they will be in 
these groups within school but may mix in some instances within their Year group. 
Play areas may be demarcated outside so that children from Year groups know where they 
can play.  
 

How will dropping off and picking up work? 
  
Please be aware that you will not be able to speak to your child’s teacher. You will need to 
make an appointment with the office or pass messages to the office, preferable by 
phone.  Emails can be used if a less urgent message or response is required.   
There is only one person allowed in the office reception area at a time. There is a box area 
marked out. Others should wait outside.  No scooters or bikes to be on the school site. 
Please be aware of social distancing rules on and around our site. It is important you follow 
timings strictly and leave site as soon as you can to avoid congestion. There is a one-way 
system for parents and carers accessing site for drop offs for children between FS2 and Y6. 
2YO and Nursery children will be dropped off and collected from the Nursery gate. Please 
follow the instructions to help us manage the numbers of people flowing through site. 
The usual crossing patrol will be in operation from 8:30-9:00am before school and 3:00-
3:30pm after school.  
 

Is there a timetable I can stick on my fridge? 
 
Please see separate timetable for movement on site. 
 

How will you maintain hygiene with so many children on site? 
 
Children will continue to need to wash their hands: on arrival, before they leave and 
throughout the day. 
Hand sanitiser and tissues are available in all classrooms.  
Cleaning routines will be increased again so that there is a continuous clean to prioritise touch 
points throughout the day. 



 

How will the classes be organised in September? 
 
You should have already received information that all children have moved to their new 
teacher in their current class group.  
Passports to their new year have been collected or sent home ready for September. Please 
bring this back to school on the first day back. 
Children should wear school uniform. 
 

Children in Years 1-6  
 
Following government guidance, when children sit at tables, they will be sat facing forwards 
to the teacher. 
Teachers will take learning outside where appropriate. 
Children should not bring anything from home except a packed lunch (if not opting for a 
school lunch) and a water bottle. If your child is bringing a packed lunch, then they must bring 
it in a plastic bag or throw away wrapper as children will not be allowed to bring packed lunch 
bags to school 
 

Nursery, Reception and the 2-Year-Old room. 
 
Children in Early Years will not be allocated tables to sit at. They will work in provision areas, 
at tables and outside. 
The reception classes will work in two halves, with each half working separately from each 
other. Teachers will minimise contact through groupings and use of the space.  
Soft furnishings have been removed and equipment will be regularly wiped clean. 
Children should not bring anything from home except a water bottle and a coat. Only bring a 
packed lunch in a plastic or disposable wrapper if they are not having their allocated school 
meal. 
 

Will my child need a PE kit for September? 
  
In September we will ask that you don’t bring PE kits into school. This means we can minimise 
transmissions between home and school.  
On the day that children do PE, they should wear a white polo shirt (or T shirt) and normal 
school jumper, adding plain navy or black leggings/joggers instead of a skirt/pinafore/ 
trousers for example, and trainers instead of school shoes.   
As the children will be outdoors as much as possible, they should also have a coat/jacket they 
can move in easily or a plain navy or black hoody to wear over their uniform top should they 
need this outside.  
 
There will only be limited opportunities for indoor PE in the Autumn Term.  
  



 

 

What lunchtime provision will be available? 
 
To adhere to Government guidelines on minimising group interaction, lunches will be served 
on a rota basis. There will be three rotating options. We are grateful to our caterers, Mellor’s, 
for their support and positive attitude towards solving this challenging issue.  
 
All children will receive equal access, over a three-week block, to a daily rota of meals.  
 
1. Children will be visiting the dining hall for a hot meal 
2. A Grab bag style lunch / sandwiches/Fruit/yoghurt/ in their classroom  
3. A takeaway style lunch - jacket potato or Pizza in their classroom  
  
There will be a timetable for this shared via Parent Mail, and children will be asked their meal 
choice for option 2 and 3 at the end of the previous day.  Lunch in the first week will be a grab 
bag packed lunch.  
  
Reminder, all children from FS2 to Year 2 receive a Universal Free School Meal.  From Year 3 
to 6, this is a paid option. Contact the office if you think you may be entitled to free school 
meals.  School meals can be paid for via the usual Parent Pay.   
  
How will the school contact me, if it needs to? 
 
It remains essential we have your most up to date details so please make sure your details 
are up to date with school by using the SIMs Lite app. Please see the office for details.  
  

How will contact be minimised on the school site?  
  
Please be aware that you will not be able to speak to your child’s teacher; you will need to 
make an appointment with the office or pass messages to the office, preferable by 
phone.  Emails can be used if a less urgent message or response is required.   
 
There is only one person allowed in the office reception area at a time. There is a box area 
marked out. Others should wait outside.   
 
Please be aware of social distancing rules on and around our site. It is important you follow 
timings strictly and leave site as soon as you can to avoid congestion. There is a one-way 
system for parents and carers accessing site for drop offs for children between FS2 and Y6. 
Please follow the instructions to help us manage the numbers of people flowing through site.  
 
Our barrier, to keep our site safe from cars, will operate as usual between 8:15am and 
4:15pm. Please do not walk under the barrier.   
 



What will the school curriculum look like? 
 
Our priorities during the first half term will be: 

• Welcoming the children back to school, ensuring they feel safe. 
• Establishing school routines, rules and expected behaviours. 
• During the first half term, teachers will prioritise the teaching of reading, writing and 

maths where necessary but not to the exclusion of our planned Normanby broad and 
balanced curriculum. 

• Starting the curriculum relevant to the age group we are teaching with catch up 
provision where children have essential gaps. 

 
Some activities, such as singing in a choir, cannot take place. 
 
We are not allowed to hold large assemblies.  
 

How will reading books be organised? 
 
Children will choose, or be allocated, books at the start of the week and return them on 
Fridays. These books will be kept in quarantine when returned to school, for the Government 
advised period of time, before they are allowed to be used by others. Other online activities 
will be shared via Seesaw to support reading at weekends. 

 

Will Homework still be provided? 
 
We will continue to use Seesaw, as parents have all responded positively to its 
implementation.  
 
Homework will now be set online, because we have been told to limit the number of items 
moving between home and school, but there will remain a balance of activities for children 
and families to look at, or work on together. 
 
During Autumn Term this homework will make use of the platforms already available to us 
such as:  Times Table Rock Stars and Spelling Shed.  
 
This will mean Seesaw and Microsoft Teams can be used to set the work and respond to it 
and can be used quickly to set home learning, as it has during this period of lockdown, should 
we need to adapt to this situation again in the future. 

 
 
 
 
 



Can my child walk to school unaccompanied? 
 
As school is returning to full opening, all years must be accompanied to and from school by 
an adult. Only Year 6 may be able to walk to and from school independently with parental 
permission from the second week of term.  
 
Year 6 pupils will only be allowed to walk to and from school independently once permission 
has been given using the booking system on the school website.  
http://normanby.ironstoneacademy.org.uk 
This will be reviewed on the 1st October.  
  

Will children be able to attend Sunshine Club? 
 
Sunshine club will be available before and after school for children in Reception to Year 6 and 
normal charges will apply. Breakfast will be available but under current guidelines, we are 
providing a yoghurt or cereal bar at parent’s request. Please see Mrs Burke for charges. 
Sunshine Club is available from 8am and closes at 5:30pm - Monday to Thursday (to allow for 
sufficient cleaning to take place for the next day) and 5pm on Friday. The Government 
guidance states that children from different groups can mix, however at Normanby this will 
be provided for children within age phases where possible.  
 
There will be no other before or after school activities in school (apart from Sunshine club) 
until further notice. 
 

Other questions? 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read all of the information in this letter. If you have any 
further questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us after looking on our website for all the 
safety documents related to opening the school fully in September.  
 
In order for your child to prepare your child for the return to school, you may find it helpful 
to talk over the holidays about the return in September and reassure them, that even though 
they will be in new year groups, they will be with their friends. 
 
Have a lovely summer break. We can’t wait to see everyone back at Normanby Primary again 
in September. 
 
Mr Faulkner and Mrs Pentney 
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