
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 
You will be aware of the guidance issued by the DfE on Monday 11th May setting out its anticipation 
to encourage pupils to attend school from 1st June 2020. This date is subject to change; we will 
update you in respect of any such modification. 
  
Ironstone Academy Trust commenced planning on Monday, following the government 
announcement. The trust plans will reference the government guidance, allied to detailed risk 
assessments and consultation with teachers, parents and Trade unions. 
 
As a result we are writing to consult you on your intention as to whether you want to send your child 
back to school or have your child remain with you at home. 
 
Pupil and staff well-being, safety and security will always be the priority of our school. Parents and 
carers should be aware we are unable to guarantee effective social distancing between pupils, whilst 
they are in school. New government guidance has been developed, which will inform the provision 
we can offer. 
 
In helping you to come to a decision we can broadly outline what provision may look like for your 
child if you do decide to return your child to school. This is outlined below: 
 

• If your child returns to school, it will be part of a small group. This will be in a group of no 
more than 15 pupils, our aim being reduce contact and mixing between children and 
staff.  We are unable to guarantee that pupils will work with their current class teacher. Your 
child may only be in school for a limited number of days each week. 
 

• You will be provided with a start and end time specific to your child’s group so that the start 
and finish of the school day will be staggered across year groups. This will be similar to the 
normal working hours of the school. When we know the likely numbers of children attending 
the school we will send a second survey seeking your views on the feasibility of running 
before and after school provision. 
 

• We will expect parents/ carers and children to social distance when coming to, arriving and 
leaving school.  This means that arrival and departure will need to be prompt.  A 'one way’ 
system will be in place on the school site, to limit parental contact and enable social 
distancing at the start and end of the day. 

 
• Throughout the school day your child will remain with this group, including during break 

time and lunch. We will work with our school meals provider next week to provide further 
info on what school lunches will look like; however, this is likely to be packed lunch style 
lunches. 

 
• We will put in place measures to support social distancing such as markings on the floor, 

signage on the wall to show directions of travel, re-organisation of classrooms, playtimes. In 
doing so we will expect your child to follow social distancing guidelines wherever possible.  

 
• We will put in place plans to increase cleaning regimes subject to the resources available to 

us. 
 



• Many resources that children would normally access, which may be more difficult to clean 
effectively, will be removed from classrooms. 

 
• Learning activities will be age appropriate but may be delivered by a staff member not 

currently in your child’s year group. 
 

• Staff will be provided with Personal Protective Equipment, that they will wear at appropriate 
times. This may be, for example, if a child or adult shows symptoms, or when responding to 
first aid and toileting needs. 

 
• Children attending school will need to be in school uniform. 

 
• Attendance at school is not compulsory and, in light of Government guidance, school will not 

be implementing any attendance procedures. 
 

• We will continue to support home learning. 
 

• We will also be continuing to support key worker and vulnerable children. This will limit the 
school’s capacity to accommodate other children. 
 

School will contact you again on Wednesday May 20th, to update you on how we have developed 
our plans. Your responses to this letter will help guide us. Government planning is being updated 
regularly and this limits our ability to confirm our plans more quickly. 
 
We cannot provide a definite start date yet and plans may be subject to change. 
 
The following websites may be helpful to you to inform any decision you come to: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-
parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 
 
We would greatly appreciate it if you could share with us the likelihood of your child returning to 
school, so that we have a very rough estimate of numbers. This will help us develop more detailed 
plans. 
  
This request is for the parents of children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. 
  
It would be helpful if you could respond to the school via our website: 
http://normanby.ironstoneacademy.org.uk/bevents/  with your child’s name, year group and an 
indication of: 
1) I will be sending my child to school 
2) I will not be sending my child to school 
3) I am yet undecided. 
  
Please complete the online form by 9am on Monday 18th May. 
  
Further information will follow, for parents of children in other year groups. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
Mr Carl Faulkner Executive Head 
Normanby Primary School 
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