
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
The Government issued its guidance around school closures from Monday, 23rd March in the 
early hours of this morning. 
 
I have attached a link to the government guidance below: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-
19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19 
 
And the guidance for us all: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-
vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-
people-and-vulnerable-adults 
 
The primary direction from the guidance is clear “If children can stay safely at home, they 
should”. 
 
Based on the guidance from the Government this is clear that all parents and carers should 
endeavour to keep their children at home safely.  The fewer children that are making the 
journey to school and the fewer children in education settings, the lower the risk that the 
COVID-19 virus will spread in our community and impact on vulnerable members of our 
society.  Outside of school, I am sure parents and carers will do everything they can to ensure 
children are not mixing socially in a way which will spread the virus. 
 
The Government have challenged schools to remain open as a place for childcare for the 
children of a number of key workers.  If your work is critical to the COVID-19 response and to 
the wider welfare of our community, we will endeavour to provide a childcare service that 
meets your needs. 
 
Additionally, we will take steps to keep our vulnerable children safe and we will endeavour to 
keep in contact with all our pupils; every single one of them matters to us equally. 
 
The circumstances we are in are unique in our lifetimes and our community must do all it can 
to keep its members safe, this includes the school playing its part; we trust our parents and 
carers will support us in our endeavours.  Please can you respond promptly to the attached 
request for information. As a school of over 600 pupils, we will use the online booking system 
to help collate information. The initial request covers the first two weeks of the closure. A 
new form will be posted on 31 3 2020, which will cover the ‘Easter Break’, and the first week 
of the ‘Summer Term’. We understand that family arrangements will change over the 
forthcoming weeks, so I would urge you to keep in contact with school should your situation 
change - http://normanby.ironstoneacademy.org.uk/bevents/  
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Please ensure you choose the correct number of tickets based on the number of children you 
would like to attend school. 
 
We would expect the majority of our children to not be in school next week, staff have 
therefore prepared a number of resources which you will be able to use at home to support 
them with their learning.  We will send a daily update and suggested activity throughout this 
period, normally this will be at 12:00pm.  We will also post important communications on the 
school website, links to these messages will be shared through our social media channels 
including Marvellous Me.  We would welcome your feedback on how we can develop this 
content as the closure progresses. 
 
As a parent myself I understand the importance of a daily routine for the well-being of our 
children, as challenging as it will be it would be good to start this new arrangement will some 
clear boundaries in place for your child.  I would include limiting their screen time to a 
reasonable amount and I would hope all parents can provide an appropriate level of 
supervision when their child is using the internet, so they are able to do so safely.  Being away 
from school does not necessarily mean that the children cannot go outside. Spending time on 
a walk and talking with your children is a great way to provide some reassurance for them.  
We will be sharing ideas for physically activities and activities that will support their well-
being over the coming weeks. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Carl Faulkner    Kath Pentney 
Executive Head Teacher Head of School 
 


