
Advice regarding keeping your child away from school at this time.  
 
COVID-19 is a new illness that can affect your lungs and airways. It's caused by a virus called 
coronavirus. 
 
This advice was written by Mr Faulkner on 16 March 2020. It was based on the advice available on the 
NHS England website and from the Department for Education. You can check these websites to see if 
new guidance is available at any point in time.  
 
At the moment, schools are being advised to stay open and children should come to school as 
normal. 
 
The Department for Education (13th March) has advised the following exceptions, where your child 
should stay at home (Self isolate) for 7 days: 
•A child is returning from Italy after 9th March (regardless of whether they have any symptoms) 
•A family member has been CONFIRMED with coronavirus; but your child is not showing symptoms 
•A family member has more severe, or prolonged coronavirus symptoms and is waiting to be tested 
•If your child has been in contact with anyone with CONFIRMED coronavirus for more than 15 
minutes. 
 
If a family member has mild COVID-19 symptoms, and is self-isolating but NOT being tested, the DfE 
advised that it is fine for your child to come to school as normal. 
 
Your child should stay at home if they have coronavirus symptoms 
 
They should stay at home for 7 days if they have either: 
 

• a high temperature; they feel hot to touch on their chest or back. A high temperature is ‘37.8 
degrees or above’ 

• a new, continuous cough – this means they have started coughing repeatedly 
 
Do not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital. 
 
You do not need to contact 111 to tell them they are staying at home. 
 
Testing for coronavirus is not needed if they are staying at home. 
 
The NHS website has advice about staying at home. If their symptoms persist for more than 7 days, or 
you have specific concerns, then you should seek advice. 
 
Parents will be notified immediately should we have any confirmed cases of infection within the 
academy but until this point, we would encourage you to remain calm and continue to follow the 
Government's advice on prevention.  
 
Our contingency plans are in place, to ensure that we are prepared for a range of scenarios that we 
can reasonably foresee. 
 
Regards, 
 
Mr Faulkner  
Executive Head teacher  


