
Normanby Primary Head of School’s Newsletter, January 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
I hope you have all had a lovely Christmas holiday and you and your children are looking forward to the start of a 
new year at Normanby Primary. Even though we had many tired-looking eyes on the first day back, the children have 
made a really settled start back in what will be another busy term. Firstly, I would like to thank all the children, parents, 
carers and Staff for our usual wonderful Christmas shows and performances. It is always lovely to see each 
performance from our Nursery children sharing their first singalong performance to our special candlelit carol service 
at Christchurch in Eston. We of course ended our term with our Silver star assembly; awards were presented by Mr 
Faulkner and the children (and staff!) partied on the afternoon ready for Christmas holidays to begin. 
Class star awards 
If your child hasn’t already told you, all the classes in school earned their class stars last term! ‘Reach for the Stars’ 
reward system in each classroom, is how the children work towards the Star values of Self-belief, Teamwork, 
Achievement and Respect. This helps us all work together to have a healthy and happy school. The children and 
staff work really hard over the term to achieve these and we thank our PTFA for funding the rewards the children 
chose together at the beginning of the term. The rewards the children chose last term ranged from movie afternoons 
to board game challenges and a Glow Disco in Year 1! We will all be choosing again this week, for this term’s class 
reward. 
Quick start to the term! 
The start of this term has begun with Y1 swimming; with Y1 staff reporting how well the children are working on their 
swimming skills and learning to get themselves ready! The sports staff have already been out with the Basketball 
team and made a great start to the year by winning their first competition! Mrs Greenmon’s class have been the first 
class to share their class assembly, with lots of other classes following over the coming term; details of which are 
shared on your Year group’s newsletter.  
Parental Questionnaire from Christmas Dinner day 
Many of you let us know how much you enjoyed sharing our Family Christmas Dinner Day with us. Lots of parents 
and carers and children told us how much they enjoyed their lunch. We passed on your positive responses to our 
kitchen staff and lunchtime Supervisors who worked extra hours and provided over 800 meals during the day! Thank 
you also for sharing your views on our school by answering our parental questionnaire. We are always looking for 
new ways to both seek your views and work on how we can improve our school in response; please let us know your 
good ideas! The responses from previous surveys can already be found on our Website and the senior Leadership 
team are currently responding to some of the findings from your most recent responses; these will be uploaded 
shortly.  
Communication with school 
At the beginning of this Spring term you will be receiving you termly newsletter, where you will find details about your 
child’s curriculum, dates for upcoming events, information about curriculum resources and any other information to 
help support your child’s learning. Our Usual Feel good Friday Newsletter will be emailed to you each week and 
celebrates the achievements of our pupils.  
You can find information about our school meals menus on our website and in the noticeboard at the front of school.  If 
you do require any assistance with using our ParentPay system, please do not hesitate to speak to a member of the 
Administration Team. Please ensure that you do update your contact information and change of details at your 
earliest convenience.  A member of the Administration Team will be happy to help. The school will continue to use 
Marvellous Me to share images and positive messages from your child’s teacher; Twitter and Facebook will be used 
to share notices and events in school. However, we do not use these forms of communication for direct contact with 
school. We are no longer using the Parents Evening Booking system for bookings in connection with clubs and 
parental appointments. We have a new streamlined system available on our school’s website so you can now find 
all of the information you need in one place. We hope this will encourage you to have a look at our website as you 
can also find lots of information including curriculum events and newsletters for each year group. 
Security at school site 
Mr Young and Mr Bennet have continued to be very busy tidying the grounds and keeping the school and working 
areas tidy. Unfortunately, as you are probably already aware, we have now had a total of eight break-ins before the 
Christmas holidays, which have left us in the position of having to redirect finances quickly to replace resources for 
the children to support their learning and repair damage in classrooms.  After seeking advice from the police, our 
school site thankfully did remain secure over the Christmas holidays. However, after looking at different options, our 
Governing body have now decided and approved the purchase of CCTV cameras to help protect our school. This 
decision has not been an easy one to make because of the inevitable impact this will have on resources which we 
are able to offer in classrooms to support teaching and learning.  
Our new barrier is now in operation and will protect the road entrance to school as further safeguarding measures to 
ensure the safety of children, parents and carers on our school site. Please see the office if you require use of the 
disabled parking bays, which prioritise children attending our school with disabilities.  
My role in this new year, continues to be to support Mr Faulkner in leading Normanby Primary to deliver a rich 
curriculum designed for our children. We have also two new governors who will join us this term to strengthen our 
governing body’s work to monitor and support the school’s improvement work. May we take this opportunity to wish 
you a happy New Year and I hope to see you in the coming weeks. If you have any questions, regarding Teaching 
and Learning at Normanby, please don’t hesitate to speak to me directly, make an appointment through the office, 
or contact me by email kpentney@normanby.org.uk  
 
Kathryn Pentney, Head of School, January 2020 
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