
Normanby Primary Head of School’s Newsletter, March 2019 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
School has been very busy over the term as usual, and we have celebrated many events in school. I 
have recently shared many of these events with our Governors and they have visited school to help us 
work on the continuous improvement of teaching and learning for all our pupils. 
 
As well as the many sports events we regularly attend and the regular class assemblies we share with 
our parents and carers, we have had a number of other events which have further supported our 
curriculum in school.  
 
Parent and Carers involvement 
Year 2 have invited parents and carers in to help the children make puppets together this term. Miss 
Herlingshaw has invited parents and carers in to share training from our Online Safety expert, Simon 
Finch and Year 4 are planning to share their performance of ‘Joseph and his Technicolour Dreamcoat’, 
very soon. Year 3 are planning a ‘Stone age Day’ and Year 5 have been working with an author this 
term, helping him develop and edit his ideas for a children’s book, which is to be published in the future. 
Year 6 have been working hard on creating their own creature in writing and many of the children have 
been coming to early morning maths sessions, where the Year 6 staff are available before school starts, 
to support 1:1 work on arithmetic skills and answer any questions on specific areas the children would 
like to work on. 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage have held a number of science and craft sessions with sessions to 
support letters and sounds at home and have invited parents and carers to watch teaching sessions in 
school. Many parents and carers have found this a useful way to then help them support their children’s 
work at home; as well as this, Miss Alderson, our English Lead has held a spelling session for parents 
in school this term. Also, Foundation Stage have provided ‘cuppa and a chat’ events over the term, 
which have also been very well attended.   
 
 The Year 1 children have been very excited about welcoming parents to their Toy Museum this week 
and lots of the staff have helped provide toys from their childhood to add to their interesting collection. 
The children engaged in many activities for World Book Day and are going to support Red Nose Day 
on Friday 15th March by wearing Red for a small donation. 
 
Easter 
We will end the term with our usual Easter Disco and our popular egg decorating competition, organised 
by our PTFA – details to follow. 
 
Our Feelgood Friday gives weekly updates on events and activities taking place in school.  Please see 
our website for more details about your child’s curriculum -  http://normanby.ironstoneacademy.org.uk 
 
Residentials 
We have three residentials planned. We have held parents meetings for these visits and a total of 186 
children will be taking part in residentials with us as well as the children who have already stayed at 
school for the Year 3 sleepover! The first one taking place will be the Year 4 Outdoor Residential to Cod 
Beck at the end of this term. The second will be the London Residential in May for Year 5 and finally 
Year 6 will visit the Lake District for their last Residential at Normanby Primary.  
 
Staffing arrangements 
Congratulations to Miss Clayton in Year 1 who will begin her Maternity Leave after Easter. We are 
delighted that Miss Oliver and Mrs Cuthbertson will be covering Miss Clayton’s class for the summer 

http://normanby.ironstoneacademy.org.uk/


term. Miss Oliver, who has previously worked with our children in Foundation Stage last year and Mrs 
Cuthbertson, who has lots of previous teaching experience in Year 1, have several visits planned to get 
to know their new class and will be liaising with Miss Clayton and the Year 1 team. They will be working 
with Year 1 in the summer term. Mrs Pink, who is also familiar with our children and parents, is currently 
supporting in Year 2 during Miss Levett’s absence. 
 
Our School Site 
We have said goodbye and a huge thank you to Mr Mooney, for his hard work during 23 years of service 
as our caretaker at Normanby Primary.  We have now welcomed our new caretaker, Mr Young, who 
you will no doubt see around the school site over the coming weeks. We are looking forward to working 
with him on continuing to keep our school safe and tidy and working on any new ideas for developing 
the school site. 
 
The front entrance has been fitted with a fob entry and exit system.  Please be aware that in order to 
keep our school as safe as possible, cars are not to be brought on site, unless you are authorised to 
use the designated spaces to access school. When you are accessing our Sunshine club provision, 
parents and carers should take care when parking around the school site before 8:30am.  
 
Parents Evenings and Communication 
Thank you to all parents and carers who came into school to discuss their child’s progress at the recent 
Parents’ consultation evenings in February.  We appreciate your ongoing support and would welcome 
any feedback on our mid-year reporting to parents.  
 
Parentpay and Marvellous ME continue to be widely used for us to share information with you. Please 
see the office if you require any information regarding communication systems in school. Twitter and 
Facebook will continue to be used to share notices and events in school. However, we do not encourage 
these forms of communication for direct contact with school. Please be reminded that you should inform 
the office of any updates to your contact details. 
 
Rewards 
We reported to you in the first term that we were using a new system of rewards for behaviour in 
school. The children are really enjoying reaching their ‘stars’ within their classrooms and plenty of 
classes have celebrated this with chosen class rewards. They are celebrating their achievements 
together in assembly and always enjoy receiving the ‘Surprise Delivery Box’ or attendance awards to 
their classroom. 
 
Many thanks for your continued support, please don’t hesitate to contact school if you have any 
questions or concerns.  
 
Mrs Kathryn Pentney 
Head of School 
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