
 

Normanby Primary Head of School’s Newsletter, September 2018 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope you have all had a lovely summer holiday and you and your children are looking forward to the start of a new year. I 
know the children will be excited to get back to school and continue work in their new classes after meeting and working with 
them in July. This year is a particularly exciting one for me, as I have been appointed Head of School by The Governing Body of 
Normanby Primary School and trustees of Ironstone Academy Trust. Some of you may know me from my long teaching career 
at Normanby, especially from my work in Year 6 where you would have previously found me, or more recently in my capacity 
as Assistant Head, leading Key Stage Two.  
 
As our Trust is expanding, Mr Faulkner has now become the Executive Head Teacher of Normanby Primary School and 
continues to be the Chief Executive officer of the Trust. My role will be to support Mr Faulkner in his continuing vision for our 
already wonderful and vibrant school for our children, parents and carers; and together with Mrs May and Mrs Brallisford, our 
Assistant Head Teachers and Senior Leaders in school, I will lead and manage our school on a day-to-day basis. I hope to see 
you in the coming weeks and if you have any questions, regarding Teaching and Learning at Normanby, please don’t hesitate 
to speak to me directly, make an appointment through the office, or contact me by email kpentney@normanby.org.uk   
 
Work over the summer holidays 
A number of improvements to our buildings have taken place this summer. As well as extensive electrical work across school, 
there is a new improved science cupboard for storing all of the resources we have for our exciting science lessons and we have 
had a number of classrooms decorated to freshen up existing areas. Year 3 and Year 4 have had new storage and shelving areas 
built and the staff have been working hard over the summer to move all of the resources out and then back in ready for the 
start of term! We have a new shiny hall floor in our Dining Hall, which looks fantastic after we have had the original wooden 
floor stripped and varnished over the holidays. IT provision has been upgraded to meet the needs of the school. 
 
Welcome meetings 
The last week of term was very busy for us and last academic year saw a new change in transition arrangements. A week of 
transition for all the children in their new classes at the end of term was hugely successful and staff are confident that this will 
give the children the very best start to their new year of learning. We will continue to review the impact of this change and 
would welcome your views.  I hope to see you at our usual welcome meetings for all Year groups, which began this week. Year 
1 on Thursday 6th September at 3:15pm, followed by Year 2 on Friday 7th September at 3:15pm. Please see your child’s teacher 
if you are not sure when your meeting is taking place. Your autumn termly newsletter will be sent home soon; there you will 
find information about your child’s curriculum, events and important information regarding help you can give to support your 
child’s learning. All newsletters can of course be found on our school website. 
  
Communication with school 
Any communication from school will be via ParentPay as in previous years. ParentPay will also be used for gaining consent 
for ALL visits, whether there is a cost involved or not.  If you require any assistance with ParentPay, please do not hesitate to 
speak to a member of the Administration Team. 
Privacy Notices will be issued in October at Parents Evening, and a copy of your Data Collection Sheet will also be available for 
you to check and amend as necessary. Please ensure that you update your contact information and change of details at your 
earliest convenience.  A member of the Administration Team will be happy to help.  
In light of the new Data Collection Regulations, Normanby Primary School will require you to complete new consent forms for 
your children for the year 2018-19. The school will continue to use Marvellous Me to share images and positive messages from 
your child’s teacher. Twitter and facebook will be used to share notices and events in school. However, we do not encourage 
these forms of communication for direct contact with school.  
 
Parking and Movement around school 
To continue to keep our school site safe, please be aware that cars are not to be brought on to the school site unless you are 
accessing our Sunshine club provision until 8:30am and parents and carers should take care when parking outside the school. 
As I am sure you are aware, before and after school are very busy times for us. To help us manage the volume of parents, carers 
and children moving around the school grounds, please could you keep to the paths and stand well back from the Year group 
entrances to allow children to enter and leave safely. 
  
Staffing arrangements for 2018-19  
We are pleased to welcome new teachers and support staff to our school this academic year.  Miss Winkcup, Mrs Robinson, 
Mr Clark and Miss Maynard will join our teaching staff this year; with Mrs Kandel, Miss Evans and Miss Lawrence joining our 
support staff. Our Sports staff are joined by Mr Race who has successfully passed his sports apprenticeship and is now a full 
time member of our PE team. We are happy to welcome two new apprentices; Josh Mitchell as a sports apprentice through 
Redcar and Cleveland Sports Partnership and Tegan Gregory as a Childcare apprentice.  
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Curriculum innovation and Rewards 
We are currently reviewing our curriculum and reward systems in school. Staff and children have worked on their ‘standout’ 
moments within the curriculum at Normanby and we hope to share these curriculum highlights with you on our website, 
shortly. Whilst continuing to place a strong emphasis on developing core skills within English, Maths, Science and Computing, 
we are working on a curriculum that promotes creative thinking, compassion, respect and understanding, seeking knowledge 
and learning with confidence. 

We know our children love learning with plenty of real experiences and our usual rich curriculum of educational visits, visitors, 
outdoor education provision, music and sport will continue to be an important part of our provision. 

 
 
Kath Pentney 
Head of School 
September 2018 
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