
Spring Newsletter 2017

Year 5 - Space/Vikings
Miss Alderson   Mrs D’Inverno    Mr Shallow    Mrs Tye 

P.E Kits

Please ensure your child’s indoor and outdoor kits are in school for the whole term.

Homework Challenge

• Maths linked to class work

 Due back Tuesday 10th January

• Reading skills linked to class work

 Due back Tuesday 17th January

• Science linked to class work

 Due back Tuesday 24th January

• English skills linked to class work

 Due back Tuesday 31st January 

• Viking research

 Due back Tuesday 7th February

• Maths linked to class work

 Due back Tuesday 21st February

• Reading skills linked to class work

 Due back Tuesday 28th February 

• Science linked to class work

 Due back Tuesday  7th March

• English skills linked to class work

 Due back Tuesday 14th March

 • Maths linked to class work

 Due back Tuesday 21st March 

• English skills linked to class work

 Due back Tuesday 28th March 

• Science linked to class work

 Due back Tuesday 4th April 

Indoor Kit

Dark shorts
A pair of plimsolls
House t-shirt provided and kept in school

Outdoor Kit

Dark jogging /tracksuit bottoms Trainers
House t-shirt provided and kept in school  
Jumper

Ongoing Homework:

Reading - minimum of 5 times per week.

Learn words of the week.

Practise times  tables.

Please encourage your child to read 
regularly at home and practise their 
spellings.  Staff check reading re-
cords each Tuesday in preparation 
for the Reading Raffle.  Reading re-
cords are required in school each day 
for   Guided Reading sessions and 1:1 
reading.  Spelling books are needed 
in school on a Friday so that children 
can stick in their new spellings. 

Holiday Homework - Ironstone Mining Research - Due back Tuesday, 25th April



Science
In Science, we will be starting a new unit called ‘The Earth, Sun & Moon’. This will involve 
learning about the Earth as a planet; how and why daylight and seasons occur and the 
different moon phases. Later on in the term, we will be learning about friction and forces.

Computing
The children will continue to  use their iPads on a daily basis as an integral part of their 
learning.  Over the next term, the children will continue to use a web based application 
called  ‘Purple Mash’ to write, design and debug their own computer programs. 

Music
Music theory including music notation and specialist terms.

Dates for your diary!

18.01.17 - SRE Parents meetings at 2:15pm & 4:15pm
31.01.17 - Y5 SRE afternoon (boys/girls split)

03/02/17 - Maths Day (whole school)
03/02/17 - Mid-year reports sent home

06/02/17 & 07/02/17 - Consultation Evenings
06/02/17 - Whole school ‘Safer Internet’ day

10/02/17 - Whole school Comic Convention Day (dress as favourite super hero from a comic)
10/02/17 - Break up for half term holiday

20/02/17 - Return to school after half-term
28/03/17 - Y5/6 French Café with Madame D’Inverno (parents invited from 2pm)

07/04/17 - Break up for Easter
24/04/17 - Return to school (start of summer term)

Art
As part of our space research, we will be studying the artist Peter Thorpe and creating chalk pieces in the style of his work.  Later 
on in the term, the children will be learning about Norse Art by looking at metal work and jewellery from the Viking period.  They 
will use their sketchbooks to collect examples and sketches of the most intricate designs.  

Design Technology
After learning about space travel, the children will work in groups to design and make a space buggy with a working CAM 
mechanism. 

History
In History, the children will be creating their own timelines of significant events, which have happened, linked to space 
exploration.  In the second half term, the children will find out how the Vikings lived. This includes raids and invasions,  family 
life, daily routines, houses, jobs and trades, diet, clothing and religion. 

Geography
Using maps and atlases, the children will locate countries at the forefront of space exploration across the world, and the different 
time zones. As part of our Viking research, the children will learn about Viking settlement, migration and land use.  

Physical Education
In P.E. this term, the children will continue to work with Mr Robinson and Mrs Bryson.  The focus for the term will be dance and 
invasion games.  

French
The children will begin their French lessons this term with Madame D’Inverno with an initial focus on phonics and conversational 
French.

PSHCE and Citizenship
Sex and Relationship Education will be taught to the Y5 children during the spring term.  Parent meetings will be held with the 
school nurse beforehand on the 18th January.

Religious Education
In R.E. this term, the focus will be Christianity.  The children will learn about what happened at the Last Supper; how and why 
Christians celebrate Pentecost and how Christian groups differ in their expression of faith.

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope you had a refreshing festive break and would like to thank you for the wonderful                     
Christmas presents we received.  This term, the children will be learning about ’Space’ in Spring 1 
and ‘The Vikings’ in Spring 2. 

English

In English, we will start the term by reading, performing and writing space poems.  Following 
on from this, we will be writing a biography about significant space explorers and will write an                             
information text about how observations of the Earth and space are made.  After the spring break, 
we will complete our space topic by writing a descriptive paragraph about a shuttle launch and 
by debating ethical issues surrounding animals and space travel. Moving on from this, we will be     
reading the famous historical text ‘Around the World in Eighty Days’ and using it as a stimulus for 
our own narrative writing.  To conclude the term, the children will study ‘The Highwayman’ poem 
and make comparisons with other modern and historical texts.  

Mathematics

In Maths, we will continue to develop skills in mental maths.  Children who are confident                                
recalling multiplication facts will be encouraged to learn the related division facts more carefully, so 
that they are able to recall them with the same speed and precision.  At the start of the spring term,  
will be extending the children’s understanding of measures, statistics and the four formal written                      
calculation methods.  After the spring break, we will move on to learning about fractions, decimals, 
percentages, shape and angles.


