
 

Top Tips for Reading… 
 

 Choose a quiet time with no distractions  

 
Set aside a quiet time with no distractions from siblings or the TV.  Ten to 

fifteen minutes is long enough for young children and slightly longer for 

older children. 
 

 Make reading enjoyable 
 
Ten to fifteen minutes is long enough for young children - this can be 
extended as they get older.  Try to make reading pleasurable but try not to 

force them if they become reluctant.  If your child loses interest then do 
something else. 

 
 Be positive 

 

Try to be positive and point out the things your child can do well.  Boost 

their confidence with constant praise for even the small achievements.   
 

 Read regularly 

 
Try to read regularly and get into a routine.  You don’t always have to read 

new books - return to books you have shared previously to develop your 

child’s confidence and comprehension. 
 

   Communicate 

 
Use your child’s reading record to communicate regularly with positive 

comments and raise any questions or concerns with your child’s teacher.  
In this way, your child will know that you are interested in their progress 

and that you value reading. 

 
 Talk 

 

Becoming a confident reader is about more than being able to read the 
words on the page.  It’s about understanding what the book is about.  Talk 

to your child about the book and encourage them to read a variety of 

comics, magazines, information books and poems too! 
 

 
 

 

Questions to Ask… 
 

Before Reading the Book: 
 

 Why did you choose this book? 

 Have you read any other books by the same author? 

 What do you think this story may be about? 

 Talk about different parts of the book (e.g. title, blurb, author, 

illustrator, contents, index…). 

 What type of book is it fiction or non-fiction)? How do you know? 

 
Whilst Reading the Book: 

 
 Tell me what is happening in the pictures… 

 What has happened so far? 

 Who are the main characters? 

 What sort of character is…? 

 How is … feeling?  How do you know? 

 Can you find me a word that means the same as…? 

 Can you find me a word that tells me … is angry? 

 Can you tell me two useful facts about…? 

 Under which subheading would I find information about…? 

 

After Reading the Book: 
 

 What was your favourite part in the story? Why? 

 What happened to… in the story? 

 Why did… happen? 

 Why are some words in capital letters, italics, bold etc? 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 


