
 
                                         
 
                              

 
                                    
                                     

 
 

 

 

Reading Information For Parents 
September 2016 

Why is Reading Important? 

At Normanby Primary School, we are dedicated to ensuring that all children 
enjoy reading and become confident readers.  Reading is a life skill and being 

able to read supports learning in all areas of the curriculum and beyond in a 
child’s adult life.  Encouraging children to read for pleasure, whilst they are at 

primary school, helps them to develop a broader vocabulary and increased 

general knowledge.  Reading a variety of texts (e.g. stories, newspapers, and 
recipes) provides children with examples they can learn from and begin to 

use when they are learning how to write. We would like to share how we 
teach reading at school and some ideas about how you can support your 

child at home. 

 Reading at School 

 

Reading takes many forms and is an integral part of the curriculum.   
Here are some of the ways we teach and develop reading in school: 

 
 Letters and Sounds/Phonics 
 Spelling rules 
 Grammar and punctuation 
 Comprehension and inference skills 
 Guided Reading – reading in a small group with the teacher 
 1:1 reading with an adult 
 Texts as models for reading and writing in lessons 
 Sharing books – reading to children 
 Accelerated Reader (Y5/6) 
 Banded books sent home to practise reading at home 
 Additional support for children who are at risk of falling behind 

 

 
 

Reading at Home 

 

All children in Y1-Y6 will be given a reading record by their teacher at the start of 
the new academic year.  We recommend that children read five times a week at 

home and we encourage parents to record this in their child’s reading record. 
Here are some examples of what parents could comment on: 

 Did the child enjoy the book? 

 Is the child confident to attempt new words? 

 Does the child recognise their mistakes and self-correct? 
 Does the child recognise many key words? 

 Is the child aware of punctuation? 

 Is the child reading with expression? 

Any reading books that children bring home are simply for practice and pleasure, 

and if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s reading then we 
encourage you to speak to the class teacher.  Reading skills, comprehension and 

confidence are continuously assessed by staff in school. Children are encouraged 
to choose a reading book independently from the colour band most appropriate 

to their reading level. In Y5/6 children take home a book from Accelerated 

Reader and use their iPads to quiz and develop their comprehension skills in 
school. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Rewarding Reading 

By making reading a positive and enjoyable experience, together we can promote 
an interest in reading and build your child’s confidence.  Reading records are 

monitored by class teachers and the names of children, who read regularly at 
home, are entered into our new ‘Reading Raffle’ which will be drawn in Monday 

assemblies.  If your child’s ticket is drawn during the raffle then they will receive 

a prize… there are lots of books, magazines and other fantastic prizes to be won! 
The Book Wizard also encourages and rewards those who read by posting home 

special books to children throughout the school year! 

 

 

 


